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Kurilpa

Nurturing children in their life journey.

DIRECTOR NEWS
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Welcome to 2009... Another
year begins and we are
excited to welcome new
families and team members to
Kurilpa as well as strengthen
our relationships with those
continuing at the centre. Our
community is constantly
evolving and we look forward
to the year ahead to see what
new heights we will achieve.
It's wonderful to continue our
long-standing relationships
with families and we look
forward to building and
extending our partnerships
with all members of our
Kurilpa community.

Our current team at Kurilpa
is a mix of old and new faces.
We are lucky to have some
team members who have been
part of our community for
several years, some who have
been left and come back, and
others who have joined us
only recently. To help
families get to know us a
little better we have included
a very brief introduction o
our team.

Director

Marisa is responsible for the
day to day operations of
Kurilpa and joined in January
of this year. I work in
collaboration with the
Management committee to

provide the high quality care
and education for your
children that you know and
expect from Kurilpa.

In the office

Admin Assistant

Julie is in the of fice regularly
on Mondays, Thursdays and
Fridays. She can assist you
with enquiries or will pass
them on fo the director.

Our Book Keeper Svetlana
(Tuesdays) takes care of
financial matters for Kurilpa.

In the Nursery
Caroline and Ranjani are

responsible for the youngest
members of our community.
They provide an individual
based program, taking every
opportunity to nurture and
support your child's earliest
years. Ranjani joined the
nursery this year but used

to work as a floater at Kurilpa
some years ago.

In Toddlers

Misty, Clara, and Amber are
the toddler teachers. With
the sad departure of Janine,
Misty has confidently
stepped up as group leader
and Amber has joined us. The
Toddler team introduces new
opportunities for the
Toddlers to explore and
practice developing skills
within a caring, stimulating
and secure environment.

In Kindy
Karen and Jan- Marie have

continued on in the Kindy
room this year at Kurilpa with
the help of Amber. The Kindy
room builds on foundations as
the children further develop
their own sense of identity
and view of the world.

In Preprep
Kate and Vanessa work hard

to continue o support each
child's growing confidence and
self esteem and to help each
child share their ideas with
others. The center based
"emergent curriculum" we use
creates a program that
readies children for the next
steps of their journey while
focusing on what is important
and meaningful to them in the
present.

Float team

Nick and Angela move across
the centre and provide
continuity for children as
they relieve team members
for breaks, programming time
and holiday and sick leave.

In the kitchen

Lizzie has been providing the
children and the team with
wonderful vegetarian meals.
We see meals and meal times
as an important part of the
nurturing environment we
provide.

Relief Staff

Kurilpa works hard to
maintain a consistent group of
trained and experienced



relief feam members. We
have a great core of relief
staff consisting of Andrew,
Finn, Leah and Crystal who
work when they can and when
they're needed..

We welcome your feedback,
suggestions and questions
about Kurilpa. Please feel
free to speak me at the
centre or drop us a note in
the fees box.

The Emergent Curriculum
The term Emergent
Curriculum arose in 1970's in
America to emphasise that
planning in Early Childhood
seftings needs to emerge
from the daily life of the
children and adults so the
program is meaningful, fun,
relevant and has a certain
"wow" factor to enhance
learning. The aim of
facilitating children's learning
is not product driven.
Emergent curriculum
endeavours to find out how
children learn and how they
use their personal
experiences and knowledge to
reach conclusions. It is also
largely based on interest
based learning or the
interest of the child/group.
When a child shows interest
in a topic or activity then
staff will facilitate this by
providing resources or
materials to help guide the
children's learning,
exploration and discovery

The Emergent Curriculum has
been adopted as a
programming style for many
years here at Kurilpa, as it
reflects out philosophy and
allows for parent input.
Emergent curriculum can

simply be described as
learning through play and is
built on children's interest
and needs. Emergent
curriculum is aligned with the
National Accreditation
Guidelines which guides
Kurilpa's high quality
practices. This style of
programming allows staff to
engage in play with the
children, provide choice for
the children with self-
selection of materials as well
as encouraging children fo
use problem solving skills and
co-operative play in their
daily experiences.

How is this different o the
older style of programming?
The "Box-style" of
programming as it is often
referred to in workshops (all
the latest program workshops
train staff in Emergent
Curriculum instead of this
older form of planning) has
many disadvantages such as:

e  The Program was written
up in boxes and staff were

expected fo stay within the

plan, being quite rigid and
not allowing for
spontaneous experiences
which arise frequently
throughout the day.

e Intheolder style of
programming the staff
were in a more supervisory
role, expected to do a lot
more written work, which
would leave less time to
actually engage with each
child.

In comparison emergent

curriculum;

¢ Use meaningful learning
experiences following the
child's interest, and staff
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guide and negotiate the
curriculum. Which is much
more empowering for staff
and the children

e  The staff document
through photos which
makes it easy to see what
is actually happening. The
photos have comments
added which forms our
documentation in the
portfolios and daily
journals.

An example of Emergent
Curriculum working here at
Kurilpa is evident in our
documentation such as in the
Nursery recently. a child
repeated "Balloon, balloon”, so
the staff found some balloons
and filled the balloons with
water leading to lots of
discovery about which
balloons floated or sank.

These experiences included
science and maths concepts,
language, problem solving,
learning through play, taking
turns, social interaction.

Your input in the portfolios is
highly valued so we can get to
know the child's interests at
home as well as at Kurilpa.
Staff and parent collaboration
is a very important part of the
Emergent Curriculum and our
Kurilpa Philosophy.




HISTORY PROJECT
Own a piece of Kurilpa
history!

A big crowd turned out on 13
March for the exciting launch
of Kurilpa's new history
publication: Passion and
perseverance: a history of
Kurilpa Community Child Care
Centre 1944-2008.

Fittingly, the launch was held
at 174 Boundary Street, at
the West End School of Arts
(now home to Kurilpa Senior
Citizens' Centre). where
Kurilpa was founded in 1944,
Kurilpa began during World
War II when a group of left-
wing women decided to
establish long day care
centers to help mothers left
alone to care for children
when their husbands went to
war.

After the war, the centre
continued to provide child
care for working families, and
has now done so now for 65
years, remaining independent
and community-based. This is
a remarkable achievement,
and is a credit to Kurilpa's
staff, committee members,
supporters and families.
Many of those who have been
involved with the centre over
the years were present at the
launch, including Kurilpa 'kids’
and carers from as long ago
as the 1950s, plus current
staff, committee members
and families. We were proud
to have the publication
launched by Mr. Clive Hughes,
a former State and local
member for the area, who
was a Kurilpa committee
member from 1960 to 1974.
The evening was a wonderful
reminder of the power of
community organizations and

what can be achieved by
people working together.

Children at the centre in the
1950s. Photo from the private
collection of Laraine Dillon.

The history publication is
full-colour and includes
wonderful historical
photographs. Some copies
are still available from the
centre for $10 each.
Contact reception if you
would like to buy a copy.

The history project was
funded by the Gambling
Community Benefit Fund and
the Brisbane City Council
Community Grants Program. A
brochure and display on
Kurilpa's history are also
being prepared by Corrie
McDonald.

A project such as this is
critical at a time when the
West End area is changing
rapidly and much of West
End's past is disappearing.
We hope that we will all gain a
better understanding of our
history and enjoy the feeling
of belonging to a long
tradition of community child
care. The community
inevitably changes over time,
but this project will produce
a permanent record,
capturing information that is
otherwise lost as people
depart.
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Finally, a few reminders and

messages for you all:

% These newsletters and
the weekly newsletter on
your statements are our
main form of written
communication with
families regarding overall
centre information. It is
great to receive any
feedback on the content
or information you would
like to see in future
newsletters. A big thank
you to Katie Raiti for
taking on the role of
newsletter editor. Your
time and skills are greatly
appreciated.

% A big thank you to all the
volunteers who assist in
making Kurilpa the special
place it is. Especially
those who take on roles in
the Management
Committee and
Fundraising Committee -
we cannot thank you
enough for your time,
skills and commitment to
the centre.

Thanks Marisa
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From the KITCHEN...
Hi everyone,
Here is a "Super
Fast Spinach
Quiche”
Recipe from
Nutrition
Australia

Ingredients

% cup of olive oil

% cup self raising flour

5 eggs beaten

1 carrot grated

2 celery sticks finely sliced
2 spring onions, sliced

1 cup of grated cheese



2 cups of chopped spinach
Freshly ground black pepper

Method

Mix all ingredients together
and pour into a greased
quiche dish. Bake at 180*C
for 40 minutes or until set.
Serves 6.

Serve warm or cold.

Just a reminder, the weekly
menu is displayed on the
kitchen counter, next to the
"kitchen communication book".
Please use this book for any
feedback, questions, recipe
suggestions efc. I look
forward to hearing from you.

Lizzie.

NURSERY NEWS

Firstly I'd
like to
welcome
Ranjani to our
Nursery Family. The children
have already connected with
her. It feels like she has
always been here. I hope she
feels the same energy from
working with the Babies that
I do. This will hopefully be a
harmonious time for all of us.

The last four weeks Ranjani
and I have been focusing on
the children’s individual
routines and needs, to ensure
we can truly get to know them
and help them settle into the
day. When we sit down and
think about it, there is so
much they need to sort and
work out. For example:

.

% Separation from Mum and
Dads

% Getting to know their

carers

7
*

% When is Mum or Dad
coming back?

% Getting use to when food
is coming and what it is.

% Getting enough sleep ina
strange room with other
children.

% Sharing their time with
other children who are
feeling the same as they
do.

% Learning to walk, talk,

feed themselves, play and

socialize.

No wonder they are so
exhausted by the end of the
day.

By focusing on each individual
child's needs and routines
using information
communicated by you, (on
daily sheets, what you tell us
and from what we observe)
we are able to be flexible
with the room routine.

This is where the emergent
curriculum helps and guides
us. Individual routines are
very important to children at
this age. Limited and
structured group routines
should not dictate the entire
day.

Ranjani and I feel the
children are settling in and
are feeling secure enough to
be able to explore,
experiment and discover their
new environment, by having
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the time to get to know us,
and the routine, and the
other children so that they
are not focusing on missing
you.

‘Regardless of the age group
you are working with, or
setting you work in, the first
thing that needs to be
considered with implementing
an effective emergent
curriculum is the image of the
child. You need to genuinely
view children as competent,
capable and full of interest,
wonder and curiosity’ (The
Loaop, 2008).

As parents you need to feel
happy and confident about
the adjustment, settling in to
our routine here at Kurilpa,
because your children are
looking to you to know that all
is well. So, it is important
that you talk with us about
any concerns you have during
this time and try to keep your
routine as regular as possible
to help create stability.

Ranjani and I are looking
forward to building great
bonds with you and your
children this year.

Caroline & Ranjani & Angela



TODDLER ROOM

Welcome to all the new
families that have joined us
this year and welcome back to
the families that have
returned from last year. We
hope you had a well deserved
break. We are already a
quarter of the way into the

year and how time flies.

Up until now we have been
busy transitioning children to
and from the Toddler room
but so far, everyone has
settled in beautifully. We
have also seen a few other
changes within the room with
Janine's departure after
nearly 13 years of service at
Kurilpa. We wish her all the
best of luck for her new life
in Melbourne. With this
news we would also like to
welcome Amber to the
Toddler and Kindy Room's and
Kurilpa Community. Amber
has had 7 years experience in
the childcare industry,
spending most of her time
with the Toddler and Kindy
age groups.

With all of these changes
within the room we need to
reflect on the importance of
having appropriate strategies
in place to assist children,
families and staff through
periods of change, which can
sometimes be a very
challenging time.

Some of these strategies are

as follows:

e Keeping a clear,
consistent, regular
routine is vital so children
know what to expect.

e Creating opportunities for
new staff members to
interact and establish
relationships with
children, naturally and
gradually, both with
individuals and in small
and large group learning
experiences.

e Having a regular staff
member present at all
times, so children feel
comfortable, safe and at
ease

Change is a part of life and is
never easy, especially for
babies and young children.
It's of utmost importance
that during this time,
relationships between
children, families and staff
are supported and nurtured.
Quality care at Kurilpa is
based strongly on these
relationships. "Our role as
carers of your children is to
ensure children have regular
opportunities to develop
strong relationships with
staff to enable trust, positive
interactions, social skills, self
worth, a sense of security and
for communication to occur “
(Creche & Kindergarten,
2006).
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Feeling safe and supported
enables children to cope with
change more effectively and
gives them a sense of
belonging to a community
where their strengths and
individuality will be
acknowledged and celebrated.

"Rich and responsive
relationships are essential if
children are to thrive. Warm
and affectionate bonds and
interactions provide a rich
social world for children to
make sense of and create
opportunities for them to
learn by trying out their ideas
with adults and other children
within a safe, trusting and
supporting environment. “
(Creche & Kindergarten,
2006).

With all this in mind, we are
all looking forward to an
exciting, wonderful year
ahead. Please feel free to
see Clara, Amber or myself,
anytime if you have any
queries, concerns, suggestions
or ideas regarding your child
or the room in general.

The Toddler Team

Misty, Clara and Amber



Bilingualism and using the
child's home language

Welcome all to the new
families this year, its great
that lots of children were
already friends before
starting at Kurilpa. We have
noticed lots of lovely
friendships forming this year
in Kindy, and social skills are
what we concentrate in
preparation for more
independence in Pre-Prep
next year. The children have
settled in really well, and
been involved in projects on
fishing, things that move,
gardening and our latest
interest - guitars.

If you have any questions
about your child or where the
portfolios are stored efc
please feel free to ask Jan-
Marie or Karen. Amber has
recently joined our team and
works Monday and Tuesday
till 2pm as an extra support
assistant. She has had many
years experience in the early
childhood field.

Karen has been involved in our
Cultural Project in
collaboration with QUT, and
researching bilingualism at
Kurilpa.

As part of this project, we
have invited some parents of
bilingual children at Kurilpa
to record reading a story in
their home language, so we
can play it back to the
children and hear the correct
pronunciation.

As outlined in an article by
Criss Jones-Diaz, Project
Officer from the Gowrie
Resource Unit, titled
"Bilingualism in Early
Childhood", studies have been
made throughout the world
indicating the importance of
maintaining the home language
whilst the child is acquiring
the second language such as
English.

"If the child is allowed to
feel good about being
bilingual, confidence, security
and self esteem will develop
and often be enhanced.”
Learning new concepts in a
language a child doesn't yet
understand can be difficult.

We have some bilingual books
here to use with the children,
and sharing them with the
other children helps them to
understand other cultures
and languages. Children under
5 tend to be very open to
learning words in another
language. We have been using
some picture cards with
words and numbers from
other languages at Group
times with the children.
Songs are a fun way to learn
words in Spanish for instance.
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We are learning a greeting
song in Spanish a former
employee taught us. Its great
when we have staff who speak
another language, as we can
invite them into our room to
converse in their home
language, and this is a very
natural way for the children
to experience diversity of
cultures in our programs. We
are planning for Clara who
speaks Hungarian and Ranjani
who speaks Singhalese to visit
some of the other rooms for
a play with the children and
teach the children some
words in another language. It
is an important part of our
programs for the children to
respect and understand
diversity of cultures in our
community.

Many thanks for your ongoing
support and communication,
much appreciated,

Karen, Jan-Marie and
Amber, Nick, Ange, Leah
and Andrew

Alex and Zoe dance to
Spanish Music which we
played as part of our guitar
project



News from Pre

Prep

The first few months of
2009 in the Preprep room
seemed fo have gone by so
quickly, possibly because they
have been filled with so much
activity and new experiences.
In the beginning of January
we said good-bye to the older
children as they left us to go
to prep. Since then it has
been a process of welcoming
new children to the preprep
room both from the kindy
room and outside of the
centre.

We have been lucky enough to
have a group of children who
from the beginning of the
year have been very settled
and quick to learn the routine.
This has made the transition
for the new children so much
easier as they have always
had a group of their peers
willing to explain things to
them such as how we get our
own food at Kurilpa and how
we make our beds. It's also
great to see how they put
this welcoming attitude into
actions with many of them
offering to help new friends
with turning taps on, making
their beds and showing them
where materials go.

Due to the fact the group has
settled in together so well we
were able to start exploring a
unit very early on in the year.
The first unit we looked at
was exploring make believe

which stemmed from the
children talking about all sort
of make believe characters
such as witches, fairies and
vampires. It was a great
opportunity to start
negotiating a unit plan with
them.

The whole class participated
in drawing up a 'web’ with
ideas originating from the
main topic of make believe we
then decided to explore
aliens, vampires, pirates,
ghosts, fairies, mermaids and
superheroes together.

The children soon noted that
fairies, mermaids and
vampires often live in castles.
The class then decided to
make a castle which led fo us
looking at books on castles
with children bringing in
examples from home to share
with us. After doing this
research the children
participated in sharing their
ideas through drawing plans
and discussions. We were
lucky enough to find some
large boxes to start our
castle construction. This has
been an ongoing project with
children still asking us in the
afternoon in they can get the
castle down to do some more
work on it.

At the start of March we had
a lot of new children from
both the Kindy room and
outside of Kurilpa starting in
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our room. So our make believe
unit quieted down a bit as we
started to welcome new
prepreps to the class. The
group has quickly developed a
sense of social understanding
and community, with positive
peer interactions taking place
on a daily basis. The Preprep
are encouraged to look at
issues such as sharing,
conflict resolution and
developing empathy
throughout the day. Such as
when we put the play dough
out instead of dividing it
ourselves we will leave it in
the box and encourage the
children to share it out; or if
a child has a fall we
encourage their friends to
help by holding an ice-pack or
sitting with them for
example.

After seeing our new friends
settled in, we started to look
for something that we could
explore together which led us
to a unit on science. The
reasoning for choosing such a
broad subject is to put less
focus on what we are learning
and more on how we are
learning and why. Firstly as a
class we looked at how
science is exploring and
learning about the world
around them. We then asked
them what they would like to
learn about, which we divided
into broad subjects of the
na‘rurci world and space.




We have now set up a science
table which has allowed us to
explore different areas such
as magnetism and using
magnifying glasses. The main
aim of the area at the
moment is to get the children
used fo a different space in
the room and its purpose. It
has been wonderful to see
children gather around it to
look at books or items we
have put out on the table.
This has meant that we now
have an area in the room
dedicated to exploration and
investigation which can be
used to serve many different
purposes.

Music and the Arts is also
playing a big part in our
curriculum, our music
collection is extensive to
allow the children to explore
different styles of music.
While children’s’ music can be
fun and educational, I think
it's also important to expose
children to “grown ups" music
as well. We have explored
world music, electronic,
trance rap, hip hop, dub,
reggae, classical, 80's rock
etc. Listening to different
music styles encourages the
children to express
themselves in many different
ways. It also gives us and the
children a chance to talk
about singing, dancing and
musical instruments. Music is
a great way of developing
community as in music all
people can play a part even if
a child chooses not to sing
they are still participating by
listening to the music. We
have worked on keeping the
beat and this is great for
developing listening skills as
they have to pay attention to

the tfempo of the song.
Repeating musical
experiences also helps
develop memory children
remember the order of
verses in a song. Music isa
language that we can all
connect with, all cultures use
music to communicate and to
express emotions rather it be
joyful or sad, just sitting in a
group being part of a musical
experiences is a great way of
encouraging a sense of
togetherness.

Placing different colour
combinations on the painting
easel on a week to week basis
has provided the children
opportunities to develop the
artist within. A few weeks
ago, we put out different
shades of purple, blue and
pink. This inspired lots of
portrait style paintings,
butterflies, trees and flowers
etc. The following week the
paints that we mixed were:
black, white, grey and some
other earthy tones. The
artwork produced consisted
of lines, dots, patterns and
some indigenous designs. This
week with the pale pastels we
found a few children painting
landscapes, under-water
creatures and portraits. To
accompany the painting one
day, we played some dramatic
classical music, which
prompted theatrical arm
movements and actions!
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At the time we are finishing
this newsletter we have just
been given some fish for our
tank, have re-organized our
home corner to a cubby
house, changed our science
table and have started to
make plans for our winter
garden, with beans already
growing and ideas blossoming
to make our garden our
success. It'looks like we
are in for some great learning
and growing together in the
next months.

Kate, Vanessa and the

prepreps.

Management
Committee News

This is my first week as
President of Kurilpa's
Management Committee, so
there is not too much news to
report as yet.

Kurilpa held its Annual
General Meeting on 30 March
and this year saw most of the
previous Management
Committee stand down from
their positions and take a
well-deserved 'rest’. As
they're all still parents, I'm
not sure that means too much
sitting with their feet up.
Many thanks to Cate Jolley,
Michelle Duval, Rachael
Adolphe and Karen Johnson
for all their work on the
committee and the generous
assistance they have offered
me in the transition to the



new committee. And thanks to
Claire Morley for staying on
the committee as an ordinary
member to help with
continuity.

We have a mainly new
committee this year and this
is my first year as president.
I am impressed at the skills
and knowledge we have on the
committee this year and feel
confident we can keep the
centre flourishing. The new
committee is below:

President: Kerry Boman
Vice Presidents: Tamara
Weerasinghe and Sarah
Warner

Secretary: Kim Chandler
Treasurer: Hamish Dunbar
Ordinary Members: Paula
Rogers, Tracey De Simone,
Claire Morley

Please feel free to raise
issues with the Management
Committee, either directly
with us, or through the
Director, Marisa Phillips. You
are also welcome to address a
Management Committee
meeting if you wish (they are
third Thursday of each month
at 7pm). If you have
knowledge or skills that you
feel could be of assistance to
the committee, don't be shy!

I joined the committee last
year, and since then we have
dealt with a lot of staffing
changes and land and building
issues. We bid farewell to a
number of long-term staff,
including Debbie and Lyn, our
two Directors, and of course,
the wonderful Janine, who
just might have missed her
true profession, because I
thought she looked spookily

authentic in that nun costume
for her last day!

We have at long last reached
the final stages of the land
transfer from the developers
next door (only about 5
years.....). Hopefully this
should be concluded this year
and we can move on fo
planning the use of the land
to enhance Kurilpa. We also
have a new fence along the
toddlers, kindy and pre-prep
playgrounds to celebrate
after some protracted
negotiations with neighbours
and builders to get there.

We have also welcomed new
staff, including Marisa
Phillips, our current Director.
The committee will support
Marisa and the staff this
year to consolidate the new
Kurilpa staff team and
provide the governance
necessary so that the staff
can get on with what they do
so well, the care and
education of our children.

Fundraising Committee

We are now well into 2009
and the fundraising is just
about to begin. Kate Raiti will
be taking over the fundraising
reins and has many plans for
2009. There will be a movie
night in May, an Autumn BBQ
at the centre in June and a
sausage sizzle at the Green
flea markets in July
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(depending on how that pans
out) as well as much more.

Kurilpa relies on fundraising
to provide much needed extra
resources for our kids so
please participate and/or help
out if you can. Any
suggestions, or offers of help
with the above events,

contact Kate on
kate_raiti@yahoo.com.au

Thanks, Sarah Warner

FUNDRAISER!!

MOVIES in
MAY

Enjoy a

night out

and help your
Community

ANGELS & DEMONS
Directed by Ron Howard
and Starring Tom Hanks &
Ewan Mc Gregor

Palace Barrack Cinemas
61 Petrie Terrace
Paddington

*THURSDAY 28™ May
6.30pm for 6.45 Movie

$20 Per Ticket which
includes a glass of
bubbles & A Gift Bag

Please invite friends,
family & Colleagues. All
money raised goes to
KURILPA
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Kurilpa will be selling Red Nose products at Reception in May and June to raise money for SIDS.

Items for sale will include:
Red Noses, Awareness Bracelets, Lip Balm noses, Corporate pens, Novelty pens, lapel pins, Car
nose magnets, Highlighter pens and Plush Toys.

Join The Wiggles

and pickv our

red nose for
red nose davy

Mareeds Traditional F(®angeet&unt®rera i C
kind enough to provide us with catering needs for our recent History

Project launch night.
Thanks
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